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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1900. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  Stainland=with= 
Old=Lindley  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  again  presenting  to  you  my 
Annual  Eeport  of  the  Vital  Statistics,  and  Sanitary  condition 
of  your  district  for  the  year  1900. 

POPULATION. 

The  Census  enumeration  in  1891  gave  the  population  as 
5002.  I  have  estimated  the  population  in  the  middle  of  the 
year  at  5055. 

AEEA. — 2273  acres. 

INHABITED  HOUSES. 

5* 

1136,  being  an  increase  of  S  since  the  year  1899,  and 
giving  an  average  number  of  4  persons  to  each  house. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIETHS. 

Males  46 ;  Females  28 ;  total  74,  equal  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  14‘8  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  corres¬ 
ponding  rate  of  the  preceding  year  was  17‘6.  There  was  one 
illegitimate  birth  during  the  year. 
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DEATHS. 

Males  42 ;  Females  37 ;  total  79,  equivalent  to  an 
annual  rate  of  15'8  per  1000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  11*2  in  the  year  1899.  I  have  had  forwarded  to  me  from 
the  Medical  Officer  at  Blackpool,  particulars  of  a  person 
named  Eli  Walker  Fox,  who  was  visiting  Blackpool  and  died 
there  on  June  15th,  his  address  was  given  as  Stainland  Eoad, 
but  on  enquiry  I  found  that  it  belonged  to  the  West  Vale 
district. 

The  excess  of  deaths  over  births  has  been  5,  which  is 
most  unusual. 
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Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  2,  giving  a  death-rate  of 
•04  as  against  -6  last  year.  One  of  the  two  deaths  was  from 
Enteric,  the  other  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Respiratory  Death-rate  was  3'0  per  1000  per  annum. 

The  Phthisical  Death-rate  was  -4  per  1000. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  was  67 '5  which  is  lower  than 
that  of  last  year,  (177.) 

zz 

Infectious  Diseases.  There  has  been  9  cases  of 
Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year,  as  against  20  in 
the  year  1899,  viz :  Scarlet  Fever  12,  Enteric  Fever  11, 
Erysipelas  4,  Croup  3.  Of  these  1  death  occurred  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  2  died  from  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  from  Croup. 
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SCAELET  FEVER. 

Four  of  the  12  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  New  Street, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  remaining  8,  1  case  was  found  in  a 
house  in  Beestonley  Lane,  where  Scarlet  Fever  had  been 
present  in  the  same  house  two  years  ago;  a  similar  coin¬ 
cidence  was  noticed  in  a  dwelling  a  little  further  down  the 
lane,  2  children  were  infected  with  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Spring 
of  this  year,  and  exactly  2  years  ago,  a  little  child  in  the 
same  house  was  similarly  infected,  in  both  instances  the  houses 
were  stoved.  The  remaining  case  was  sporadic  in  character, 
one  death  occurred  in  a  child  of  three  years  of  age,  measles 
first  appeared,  and  before  they  reached  the  crisis,  the  rash  of 
Scarlet  Fever  developed,  the  child  succumbing  to  the  dual 
attack. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

We  have  again  been  comparatively  free  from  this  com¬ 
plaint  during  the  past  year. 

MEASLES. 

A  severe  Epidemic  visited  the  district  in  the  spring  time 
of  1900,  continuing  into  the  summer  months,  this  affected  the 
registers  at  the  Board  Schools,  the  Infants  being  about  50% 
lower  in  attendance  for  several  weeks.  I  advised  the  closing 
of  the  Bowling  Green  Schools,  as  it  was  principally  in  that 
quarter  where  the  epidemic  raged.  The  Schools  were  closed 
on  July  26th  for  3  weeks. 


CROUP. 

Three  cases  have  been  notified,  one  death  resulting.  No 
case  of  Croup  was  notified  last  year. 

SMALL  POX. 

No  case  has  occurred.  The  vaccination  register  shows  a 
decline  in  the  number  of  children  vaccinated,  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  as  yet  no  cases  have  been  prosecuted  under  the 
amended  Act. 
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PUEEPEEAL  FEVEE. 

2  cases  have  been  notified  and  2  deaths  were  registered 
from  this  disease  and  its  complications. 

MUMPS. 

A  few  cases  have  arisen,  but  nothing  of  an  alarming 

nature  or  approaching  an  Epidemic. 

« 

CHICKEN  POX. 

A  few  cases  have  been  found,  none  of  them  severe. 


DIAEEHGEA. 

No  death  has  resulted  from  Diarrhoea  this  year,  although 
the  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn 
months,  one  death  occurred  last  year. 


EEYSIPELAS. 


Four  cases  were  notified,  and  exactly  the  same  number 
last  year. 


INFLUENZA. 


A  slight  Epidemic  broke  out  during  the  months  of  March 
and  April  but  was  not  of  long  duration,  the  resulting  mortality 
in  advanced  age  was  somewhat  high. 


DIPTHEEIA. 


No  case  has  been  notified. 


ENTEEIC  FEVEE. 

11  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  notified  during  the 
year  1900.  The  first  to  appear  in  your  district  was  in  the 
house  of  Mr.  Thomas  Sutcliffe,  dagger  Green  Lane,  in 
December.  About  the  same  time  there  was  a  case  at  Eaw- 
royds,  early  in  December  2  more  cases  were  reported  in 
Beech  Street,  Stainland,  and  at  this  time,  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Elland,  Dr.  Denning,  informing 
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me  that  about  half  a  dozen  cases  of  Typhoid  had  arisen  in 
Elland,  and  in  every  case  the  milk  had  been  supplied  by  a 
Stainland  Farmer,  I  had  already  investigated  my  own  cases 
and  found  that  milk  was  being  delivered  to  all  the  cases  in 
Stainland  excepting  2,  by  the  same  farmer.  I  communicated 
this  information  to  Dr.  Kaye,  Medical  Officer  to  the  County 
Council,  Wakefield,  who  came  over  to  Stainland,  and  in 
company  with  myself  and  your  Inspector,  investigated  the 
farm,  its  cowsheds  and  dairy,  with  the  result  that  the  dairy 
was  condemned  as  unfit  for  the  storage  of  milk,  there  being  a 
polluted  well  in  the  floor  of  the.  dairy,  and  the  roof  covered 
by  a  moist  fungus.  The  milk  already  in  the  dairy  was 
destroyed,  and  the  farmer  was  forbidden  to  again  use  that 
dairy. 

I  and  my  colleague.  Dr.  Ainley,  made  every  effort  to 
check  the  outbreak  by  ordering  all  milk,  from  whatever  source 
to  be  boiled  before  using,  and  a  liberal  supply  of  disinfectants 
was  given  to  all  infected  houses,  which  I  believe  was  freely 
used. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  in  the 
district  last  year  and  four  cases  in  the  year  1898. 

Cn  referring  I  find  that  the  district  has  not  been  free 
from  Enteric  Fever,  for  the  past  ten  years. 


SANITARY  CCNDITICN  CF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Drainage  of  your  district  remains  the  same  as  when 
I  reported  on  it  last  year,  my  only  comment  on  it  being  that 
until  we  have  a  more  adequate  system  of  drainage,  the  health 
of  the  district  will  continue  to  be  adversely  affected. 

The  privies  in  Drury  Lane  which  were  condemned  in  my 
last  annual  report  have  been  put  on  the  dry  tub  system,  and 
it  is  much  appreciated  by  the  tenants  besides  being  more 
sanitary. 
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The  foul  sink  situate  in  Dog  Lane  to  which  I  called 
attention  has  been  remedied,  this  was  urgently  needed,  as 
within  a  few  months  there  were  notified  both  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  Erysipelas  in  a  house  adjoining  the  sink. 

The  Privies  condemned  at  Sowood  Hill  are  in  process  of 
restruction,  as  also  privy  accommodation  is  being  provided  at 
dagger  Green  Dean,  as  was  recommended. 

The  Scavenging  of  your  district  is  done  in  a  very  per¬ 
functory  manner,  and  many  are  the  complaints  that  reach 
me  in  consequence,  the  nightsoil  is  allowed  to  remain  too  long 
after  it  has  been  emptied.  I  am  of  the  firm  opinion  that  until 
this  Council  provides  its  own  horses,  carts  and  men,  the 
grievance  will  still  continue,  the  only  remedy  is  the  one  I 
suggest,  as  is  proved  by  neighbouring  districts  where  it  has 
been  adopted. 

The  houses  in  New  Street  which  were  troubled  with 
water  entering  into  cellars,  are  much  improved  since  the 
drains  were  altered  in  the  street. 

There  still  exist  I  regret  to  state,  far  too  many  open 
ashpits,  and  privy  middens,  and  I  may  here  say  that  when 
Dr.  Kaye  visited  your  district  last  month,  and  made  inspec¬ 
tions  of  some  of  the  infected  houses,  he  condemned  them  all 
as  being  defective  in  some  respect.  The  adoption  of  dry  tubs 
would  be  of  immense  value  to  the  district  if  such  a  condition 
could  be  brought  about,  and  in  many  houses  the  privy 
accommodation  for  the  inmates  is  totally  inadequate. 

During  the  autumn  of  last  year  Dr.  Kaye,  of  Wakefield 
convened  a  meeting  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the 
surrounding  districts  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  having  a 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  reception  of  patients 
from  our  own  and  neighbouring  districts,  this  is  a  very  vital 
question,  and  will  have  to  be  considered  at  an  early  date,  as 
you  are  aware  the  present  Small  Pox  Hospital  cannot  admit 
other  varieties  of  Infectious  Diseases.  It  is  therefore  ex¬ 
pedient  that  means  should  be  taken  whereby  we  may  be  able 
to  send  patients  to  this  or  some  other  isolation  Hospital,  and 
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in  many  instances  cut  short  the  Infectious  Epidemics  in  our 
midst.  And  again  we  hear  from  many  districts  that  Small 
Pox  is  making  its  appearance,  we  must  not  therefore  forget 
that  we  have  had  this  serious  disease  amongst  us  twice  during 
the  past  8  years,  and  may  at  any  time  he  confronted  with  it 
again,  the  so  called  preventive  means,  (I  refer  to  vaccination) 
are  not  palatable  to  most  of  our  Stainland  inhabitants,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  falling  off  of  the  number  of  children 
vaccinated  annually. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  still  gives  entire  satisfaction,  and  has 
been  never  known  to  fail  even  in  the  dryest  weather,  from  my 
personal  observation  I  think  the  water  has  not  been  allowed 
to  run  to  waste  so  much  during  the  past  year,  the  water  man 
Mr.  Jowett,  has  put  many  more  washers  on  to  leaking  taps 
since  the  suggestion  was  made  by  me  last  year. 

Your  Inspector  has  again  been  very  desirous  of  affording 
me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  for  which  I  tender  him  my 
sincere  thanks. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Stannabt  House, 
Feb.  6th,  1901. 


ARTHUR  E.  WOODCOCK. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  &C. 
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